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MINISTER FOR HEALTH - ALLEGATIONS OF SEXUAL AND ALCOHOL ABUSE IN 
FITZROY CROSSING 

Motion 

DR K.D. HAMES (Dawesville) [5.22 pm]:  I move - 

That the Minister for Health be required to present before the appropriate parliamentary committee to 
investigate his lack of response and deception of the people of Western Australia, in relation to letters 
received by his office, outlining allegations of sexual and alcohol abuse in Fitzroy Crossing. 

I am very pleased to have the opportunity to discuss this matter, particularly in response to the comments made 
by the Minister for Health in answer to a question I asked yesterday.  The minister said - 

. . . there is no record of that correspondence ever being received.  It was not addressed to me.  It was 
not addressed to my office.  I never received it.  It does not show up anywhere on the correspondence 
register.  When the letters were faxed to my office about two weeks ago - I forget exactly when - . . .  

They were copies of the letters that had been sent to his office in 2004 and that were sent there again for his 
reference.  The minister then said - 

. . . - I went to the person to whom they were addressed . . .  

Members, I have here a copy of the two hand-written faxes that were sent to the minister’s office.  They were 
marked for the attention of Rosalie Cabai.  The minister then said that person - 

. . . is no longer employed in my office; she is a junior person.  She said they were not sent to me at 
about that time.  She had no recollection of them, and denied that was the case.  Frankly, what can I do 
if letters are not addressed to me, I do not receive them, and they are not received anywhere in the 
office?  The member can criticise all he likes, but there is not much I can do about it. 

I want to go through the events of the day in 2004 that led to these faxes being sent to the minister’s office.  I am 
going to quote the person who sent the faxes.  Members can see at the bottom of the page the name of the person 
who sent them - Sue John.  At the time she sent the faxes, Sue John was working for Lionel Quartermaine, a then 
senior ATSIC representative.  In correspondence sent to me today, not only is Sue John absolutely fuming, but 
also Lionel Quartermaine is fuming and Percy Johnson is fuming.  I am going to go through some of the 
statements that they have made, to the media particularly, but also in this email that I received today.  In this 
correspondence, dictated to this person today, they say what they think about the minister and what he has said 
and what he has done.  First, I will read what Sue John said about what happened on that day - 

“I rang the Health Ministers, Jim McGintys Office, a number of times, on behalf of Lionel 
Quartermaine, the Leader of the Peak Indigenous Body of Australia.  On explaining the subject, the 
female I was put through to, told me the Minister was absent.  I explained the horrific baby abuse 
subject, and how desperate the Acting Chair and Mr. Johnson were to speak to the Minister, but were 
getting nowhere.  I asked her to imagine what these babies went through physically.  She was naturally 
shocked and suggested I put something in writing and facs it directly to her, to hand directly to the 
Minister.  She said her name was Rosalie Cobai.  I had never heard of her before, or since. 

I sent the facsimile and phoned to make sure it had arrived.   

This is directed to the minister’s office - 

It had and Rosalie said she would do her best to help us.  Well help the children, really.   

Nevertheless, there was no return call, so I refacsed another more desperate message.  There was no 
answer via phone or facs. 

I will continue quoting this email - which contains an attack on the commonwealth government - just to show 
that neither Sue John nor Lionel Quartermaine had a political agenda in raising this issue - 

Mr. Quartermaine had been quite shocked to hear ATSIC was a shareholder in the Fitzroy Crossing 
Hotel and was determined to stop that involvement, but before he could, the Howard Government 
dumped ATSIC and he had no further access, to get help for the sexually abused Indigenous Children 
from the West Australian Health Minister.  

We three are private citizens - 

I am going to quote the other two persons whose names appear on the bottom of this document, but this 
document says - 
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We three are private citizens and we would all swear on the bible, we did our best three years ago, to 
seek help for the horror happening to Indigenous Babies at that time.  That horrior is still happening 
today, probably at this very moment.” 

This document is not signed, because it has been dictated, and Percy Johnson is currently up north, as I think is 
Lionel Quartermaine.  However, it says it is signed by Percy Johnson, Lionel Quartermaine and Suzanne John, 
whose names appear at the bottom of the document. 

I want to go on to their version of the history of that day.  Firstly, I quote directly from the email that Percy 
Johnson dictated and sent to me today - 

“In 2004, having spoken once to Minister McGinty on Indigneous Diabetes, I contacted his office on 
three more seperate occassions asking for an appointment, to advise him of the rampant sexual abuse of 
children.  That includes, raped and diseased babies; 

Remember, he had been working in the north of the state as a pharmacist.  He was working on a diabetes 
program in northern communities.  I think he was working on a program in conjunction with Ernie Bridge, but I 
am not positive about that.   

Mr Johnson continues -  

I heard of while working the North; plus; the major problem of alcoholic abuse I had witnessed”.   

“On one occassion when i spoke to Mr. McGintys female staff member she asked “are you the man 
about the wind machine”?  I replied “No, thats what they say your boss is, all wind, and no action.  This 
is the third time I have attempted to speak to him about the horrendous issue of child sexual abuse”. 

“I was so concerned with the inaction of the Government I contacted the head of the Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islanders, Lionel Quartermaine, to see if he had any more influence with seeing the 
Minister”. 

“I also spoke to the Como Rotarians about the issue . . .  

Poor old Percy, he cannot get hold of the minister.  What can he do?  He goes to the Como Rotarians to say that 
sexual abuse is occurring in remote Aboriginal communities and that he is trying to get hold of the minister but 
he will not talk to him, so what is he to do?  He spoke to the Rotarians of Como and the members urged their 
president, Richard Moore, to write to the minister - which he did - asking the minister to meet Percy Johnson.  It 
continues - 

“He has never met me over the baby abuse or alcohol abuse question, not then.  Not now, three years 
later”. 

This is Percy Johnson, an extremely well-respected person in Western Australia.  He is a Labor supporter, but 
certainly one person that members on both sides of this house would say that, if he were to say there was a 
serious issue of sexual abuse in the north having worked there, we could bet our bottom dollar that he was right.  
Not only would we have believed that he was right then, but also we have seen since that he was absolutely right.  
Yet at that time he was extremely angry at the minister, who was refusing to meet him. 

I will read out what Lionel Quartermaine said.  It was dictated by him today.  He stated - 

“Percy Johnson, who I have never met to this day - 

He has not met Percy - 

phoned my Office to advise me of the shocking situation of Child Sexual Abuse, also mentioning that 
young teenagers were accessing alcohol from the Fitzroy Crossing Hotel and in moral danger.  I asked 
my Personal Assistant, Sue John to contact the Ministers Department to make an appointment.  We had 
traveled from Canberra to Perth that week, and Sue rang a number of times but was told the Minister 
was unavailable.  The Ministers assistant asked Sue to forward a facsimile on the subject so she could 
hand something to the Minister”. 

That is from Lionel Quartermaine, an ATSIC representative.  Again, he is a senior Aboriginal person.  That is 
not just in relation to Western Australia, but in relation to Australia.  What did the Premier say about him when 
this issue was raised earlier in the house?  He said that he remembered Lionel Quartermaine from the Ministerial 
Council on Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Affairs conference in Queensland, and was he not good mates 
with a certain person that he would not name, another senior Aboriginal representative from Queensland?  He 
said, “Is he not good mates with him?”  Our leader was a bit dumbfounded because he did not know about the 
senior Aboriginal representative in Queensland, who happens to have been charged with sexual abuse.  The 
Premier said - with his hands out in the air - that Lionel Quartermaine was mates with that man.  In other words, 
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his implication was why we should take the word of Lionel Quartermaine about an issue of sexual abuse when 
he is mates with someone who has been charged with sexual abuse?  That is what he was implying in this house.  
Lionel Quartermaine is absolutely furious.  Not only does he point out that he is not good mates with that 
particular elder, but also that the opposite is the case.  He is furious that that sort of insinuation should be made 
about him when he raises a genuine issue.  The point was made that we assumed - I assumed as well - that he had 
personal knowledge of those issues, but he did not.  He was just trying to act on behalf of Percy Johnson, who 
did have that information.  He was trying to get an appointment with the minister’s office; he was trying to get in 
to see him.  The minister said that he spoke to a junior officer.  She denies memory of it and the minister denies 
it. 

Mr J.A. McGinty:  I did not say that; they said that. 

Dr K.D. HAMES:  No.  The minister said to this house - 

Mr J.A. McGinty:  I said that Rosalie Cobai was a junior person in my office.  I am not saying they spoke to 
her. 

Dr K.D. HAMES:  Is the minister still denying that despite the statements I have read to this house and despite 
the faxes?  They are in handwriting because they had problems with the computers in Lionel Quartermaine’s 
office.  They had been pestering the minister’s office all day to try to get an appointment.  She wrote these in 
handwriting from her home when she got home.  She faxed them twice from her home to the minister’s office.  I 
will read what is in the two emails sent to the minister.  The first states - 

Attention Rosalie Cobai 

. . .  

Rosalie, I apologise - all electronics down here.  Histrionics about to start. 

14 year old pregnant girls. 

Percy Johnson (Footie legend and known to minister) - 

I think he wishes that he was not - 

currently doing Diabetes Program in North.  Percy has names, examples of boys and girls falling out of 
the Fitzroy Crossing Hotel inebriated.  One 14 y.old girl already has a baby and is constantly drunk.  
Other girls in moral danger irrespective of $600-$3000 baby payments. 

Lionel Quartermaine, leader peak Indigenous body in Australia says - close pub until elders pull kids 
into line ie. no one drinks.  Charge those serving under-age. 

ATSIC regional council funded businesses in Fitzroy - that also to be investigated. 

They, Percy and Lionel will back each other. 

Await your call.  Thanks. 

. . .  

That is the first fax she sent to Rosalie.  The second fax followed on the same day, and presumably, later that 
night because there is no time on it.  It states - 

. . .  

Rosalie, thanks for your return call. 

Rosalie, who does not remember all this, returned her call - 

When will Minister McGinty be available then. 

Note the “then” on the end.  Obviously, she has been told by Rosalie that the minister was not available - 

This is so urgent.  Percy is domiciled in Perth and not due North for a few weeks but Lionel is heading 
back to Canberra.  Both are available day/night.  Lionel is particularly concerned that genuine claims of 
child sexual abuse and domestic violence continued to fall on deaf ears. 

Lionel will return for a meeting.   

They are both going out of their way, desperate for a meeting with the minister - 

This is the tip of the iceberg.  We await your/the Ministers call.  Computer back on tomorrow!!! 

Sorry, but this is urgent.  Yours 

Sue 
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The minister cannot deny - whatever his records show and in listening to that evidence - that communications 
existed between him and a person called Rosalie Cobai in his office, whether she remembers it or not.  I cannot 
believe - 

Mr J.A. McGinty:  I can.  You might have handwritten those yourself. 

Dr K.D. HAMES:  I think the minister has a tough hide if he denies that his office got that.  I can understand the 
minister denying that he got it. 

Mr J.A. McGinty:  It wasn’t addressed to me.  I never saw it and it does not appear anywhere in the office.  
Rosalie Cobai denies it.  What is it I am supposed to have done? 

Dr K.D. HAMES:  I understand the minister denying that he might have got it.  I accept that that might be the 
case.  What does that say about the minister’s office?  What does it say when a long-time respected member of 
this community, who happens to be a Labor supporter, is desperately trying to get in touch with the minister 
about a very serious matter and he does not hear about it?  What does it say when a junior officer of the 
minister’s office is the one with the responsibility of dealing with a senior ATSIC representative in Australia?  
He was desperate for a meeting with the minister about sexual abuse and all he gets is a junior officer.  The 
minister is saying that that junior officer, off her own bat, and obviously in response to this, has an email saying 
that the matter is urgent and - in my view - is trying to get it to the minister but that she cannot get it to him.  She 
cannot get it to someone who is senior in the minister’s office and she cannot make any progress?  Minister, that 
is an absolute nonsense. 

Mr R.C. Kucera interjected. 

Dr K.D. HAMES:  The member should get back in his box.  He should go and sort out his hamburgers!  This is 
a serious issue and I do not need the member interrupting me. 

Point of Order 

Mr C.J. BARNETT:  The member giving his speech is not reacting or inviting interjections from the member 
for Yokine, who is just rabbiting on.  I suggest he wait for his opportunity and join in the debate if he wishes to.   

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr A.P. O’Gorman):  I remind all members that it is unparliamentary to interject.  
The member for Dawesville is the member on his feet.  I ask that we hear him in silence.   

Debate Resumed 

Dr K.D. HAMES:  Thank you, Mr Acting Speaker.  I will talk now about the response of those members when 
they heard the minister denying that people had been trying to get in touch with his office.  The first quote refers 
to Percy Johnson -  

“Aboriginal abuse issues” 

Drive 6PR, 6 August 2007, 4.07pm 
Percy Johnson said - 

The first thing I want to say is that I was absolutely dumbfounded this morning when I read the paper 
this morning when Jim McGinty made his statement to say that he’d had several meetings with Percy 
Johnson with respect to Aboriginal health, you know, and that is just, that’s not true and I suppose if 
you’re not telling the truth you’re telling a lie, and uh I met Jim McGinty on one occasion with respect 
to that when I caught up with him in Augusta and I asked him could I meet him to talk about some 
problems I’d seen in Aboriginal health where I worked in remote Aboriginal communities he said ring 
my girl and make an appointment, I did that and I met him once.  From then on, I tried on three 
occasions when I got back after my next five week stint in the remote Aboriginal community to talk to 
him about the other problems that’s the alcohol and you know, young people being sexually molested at 
an early age and I got ignored I just couldn’t get through, I’d ring his girl and get no answer, ring back a 
fortnight get no answer, ring back another fortnight get no answer  

Sattler asked - 

Now this has been going on uh way back to three years is that right?   

Percy Johnson replied - 

Yeah that’s right mate . . .  

He went on to talk about the facts that I have already described.  Although this minister may be able to deny that 
he saw that information, the reality is that he should have received that information in his office, he should have 
seen it and he should have acted upon it.  When people as respected and as well known as Lionel Quartermaine 
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and Percy Johnson desperately seek an appointment to meet the Minister for Health and Attorney General of this 
state, one would think there would be some mechanism to ensure that information would get to him and that he 
would respond adequately by ensuring that those concerns were met, particularly when they are about a subject 
as important as sexual abuse in Aboriginal communities.  When Lionel Quartermaine was speaking to Geoff 
Hutchison on his program of 10 August, he said - 

. . . we spoke to Jim McGinty yesterday about conversations that he did or didn’t have with Percy 
Johnson and yourself . . .  he has no recollection of any letters coming to his office with specific 
allegations of child sex abuse back in 2004” 

Lionel Quartermaine said - 

Look I-I’ve got the facts um and like all true politicians um uh politicians no matter where they go 
they’ve got a short memory loss especially when it comes to such an issue because the facts - 

The report reads “facts” but I am sure it should be “fax” - 

goes to McGinty’s um office um so its quite easy for him to say oh I didn’t um receive any fax, look 
you tell me one politician that don’t pull that line” 

This is not the first issue about the minister’s office and his denying that he gets information through to him.  We 
recently had the issue of the freedom of information application and his denying knowledge of the FOI 
application made by our side of the house, despite the fact that it was in an email sent from this Parliament to his 
senior policy officer.   

While I am on my feet, I will apologise to the minister’s senior policy officer.  The minister has advised me that 
she was upset by my using her name.  I formally apologise to her for doing that. 

Mr J.A. McGinty:  She will very much appreciate that. 

Dr K.D. HAMES:  The fact is, though, that the minister’s chief of staff sent to his senior policy officer a 
document that subsequently had removed from it a section that dealt with our FOI application.  The minister 
denies knowledge of its removal.  We know that his senior policy officer did not remove it.  I guess that leaves 
only his chief of staff or Dr Fong, but Dr Fong ticked off on that copy that was sent to his office and left that 
section in the email.  That leaves only the minister’s chief of staff.  Why would the minister’s chief of staff send 
something to the minister for approval that contained that section and then delete it off his own bat without any 
instructions from the minister and without the minister ever seeing it?  That is pretty hard to understand.  Again, 
we have an issue of something being sent to the minister’s office, of which the minister has no knowledge and of 
which, it would seem, nobody else has any knowledge.  I put it to the minister that such claims by him in both 
instances are fairly tough to swallow.  He really needs to provide some further explanation of what happened to 
them, why he did not act on them and why in both instances text was changed or information went missing 
without the knowledge of the minister or, apparently, his staff.   

This motion does not call the minister to order in any way.  It is very carefully worded.  In fact, the minister’s 
denial of knowledge of this does not change the facts, because the motion states that the minister should be 
required to present before the appropriate parliamentary committee - there are probably two committees that it 
should be - and should investigate his lack of response and deception of the people of Western Australia in 
relation to the letters outlining allegations of sexual and alcoholic abuse in Fitzroy Crossing.  This would give 
the minister the opportunity to properly investigate what happened, why it happened and why such a serious 
allegation did not get through to him when it was sent to his office, unless the minister is about to call the people 
who sent it to him liars.  I can tell the minister that each one has expressed preparedness to sign a statutory 
declaration saying that is exactly what happened on that day. 

MR T.R. SPRIGG (Murdoch) [5.48 pm]:  I rise to support the comments of my colleague the member for 
Dawesville.  One wonders who is in control of the government, because on the daily program today, the Minister 
for Health is mentioned seven times.  One often wonders who is running the show on that side of the house.   

The argument is partially based on whether some correspondence was received.  We have heard the argument 
about what he said, what she said, who did not know about that, and who did not hear about that.  I never thought 
that I would stand in this place and promote the virtues and character of an avowed lifelong Labor supporter in 
the form of Percy Johnson, who, by the way, I have known for 35 years.  He is a life member of East Fremantle 
Football Club, as I am, so we cross paths very regularly.  Although we are obviously on opposite sides of the 
fence politically, we have good debates about various issues, not only football.  I certainly know Percy Johnson 
extremely well.  Everybody who knows him knows him as a passionate, selfless person.  He has provided 
fantastic support to the various communities in which he has been involved.  He has very forthright views.  I do 
not think there is any doubt about that at all.  At some stages he has been called a bit of a motormouth, someone 
who speaks before he thinks and all those sorts of things, but he has done lots for the community, including 
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coaching kids.  At 70 years of age, not so many years ago, Percy was coaching the Smarter Than Smoking team 
at Melville Senior High School.  Percy’s grandson went to that school and he used to watch him play.  Percy said 
that because of that, he would get out there and help with the other kids as well, because they were struggling for 
a coach.  That is the sort of man Percy Johnson is.   

I have a personal involvement in this issue.  I understand that Percy was involved as an employee of, or at least a 
consultant to, Clontarf Football Academy.  He regularly travelled up north to recruit people to Gerard Neesham’s 
Clontarf Football Academy.  At that stage, he was collecting football boots for the people in the Aboriginal 
communities in the Kimberley who did not have football boots.  That program is called Kick for Kids.  Karl 
Langdon and Rod Willet are involved in that now.  Percy found out about the problem of diabetes in remote 
Aboriginal communities and he used his pharmaceutical expertise to help out.  I know that he spoke to federal 
and state government officials to try to get some help for that program.  He also took on a football coaching role 
in the Aboriginal communities.  He used to tell me that the kids’ skills were amazing.  He said that it was 
fantastic and that he enjoyed very much seeing the smiles on the faces of the kids when they were playing footy 
and enjoying themselves.  I could tell that he had a great passion for it.  At that time, he also witnessed the 
terrible atrocities of childhood abuse that were occurring in those communities.  Members might ask how I know 
that.  I know that because he told me about it when I was a candidate for the seat of Murdoch.  I cannot be 
specific about the exact time when he told me.  I suspect that it was about August 2004, but it might have been 
September.  Percy and I crossed paths regularly, particularly at football events, and so I cannot be specific about 
the exact date.  At one of those meetings he congratulated me on being preselected.  He wished me well but said 
that I knew he was on the other side of the political spectrum.  Of course I knew that.  He said words to the 
effect, “I might be calling on you soon, Spriggy, because I’m disgusted with this Labor government’s lack of 
action on the abuse that I’ve seen in the communities and I need more help for the diabetes program I am 
running.  So at some sage I might call on you.”  I said, “Percy, I haven’t won the seat yet, but if I do, you would 
be most welcome to call on me if I can possibly help you.” 

Percy Johnson is like a dog with a bone when he gets involved in something and he wants to achieve an 
outcome.  He will not let go.  He told me that he had tried several times to talk to the Minister for Health.  That 
was one of his frustrations.  I do not know the details of faxes and things that the member for Dawesville 
mentioned, but I know that Percy Johnson said he used Lionel Quartermaine to try to see the Minister for Health 
but was unsuccessful after several phone calls.  I cannot recall the number of phone calls that he made.  There is 
a dispute about who received letters and faxes.  The member for Dawesville made the point that contact was 
made with the office of the Minister for Health.  If the minister was not informed about that, there was a big 
malfunction in his office.  It seems amazing to me that a junior officer was taking messages and filtering them 
from the minister, who should have known all about these things.  I know that the minister has said he met with 
Percy Johnson about the issue of diabetes or something like that.  Percy was very involved with diabetes, but he 
was absolutely fanatical about the child sexual abuse he had seen. 

The government has been very reluctant to bring in mandatory reporting of child abuse of all types.  It has been 
very reluctant also to introduce the children’s commissioner that Hon Barbara Scott has been pushing to be 
appointed for so long.  For the minister to stand by and let kids be abused is just unforgivable.  I saw a television 
program recently that Percy Johnson was on and he might have said that the minister was a liar when the 
minister was asked whether he had met with Percy Johnson.  Percy Johnson does not use such words without 
cause.  I know the man really well.  I put it to the minister that he probably thought Percy was a motormouth and 
a fanatic. 

Mr J.A. McGinty:  I have known him for as long as you have. 

Mr T.R. SPRIGG:  The minister probably does not know him as well as I do. 

Mr J.A. McGinty:  Not as well, but I have known him since the 1970s. 

Mr T.R. SPRIGG:  The minister’s lack of action condemns him.  He owes the people of Western Australia an 
explanation and he must tell them what happened.  He must change everything in his office if he has let this 
happen.  The minister must front-up to the parliamentary committee.  I support the motion. 

MR J.A. McGINTY (Fremantle - Minister for Health) [5.55 pm]:  My response to this motion will be very 
brief.  This is the most pathetic effort I have seen in this house for some time to try to besmirch someone’s name 
without any evidence.  I think that the member for Dawesville is better than this.  The opposition is milking this 
matter for all it is worth.  As much as I hate quoting The West Australian, I will quote from an article written on 
6 August 2007 headed “Letters warned McGinty of Aboriginal sexual abuse”.  In reference to the heading, they 
did not.  I will read three items from that article.  It states - 

Mr McGinty had ignored four earlier requests to meet with Mr Johnson. 

That is untrue. 
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Mr T.R. Sprigg:  So is he a liar then? 

Mr J.A. McGINTY:  I pointed out that I had met him in Augusta and that I had arranged to meet with him in 
my office in Fremantle, and suddenly he said that he did meet with me.  I met with the man in the same year that 
the letters were allegedly written.  He is not pointing out to anyone that I actually met with him to discuss issues 
affecting Indigenous people in the Kimberley.  That is totally misleading on his part.  I say this with all respect to 
Percy Johnson, whom I have known and admired, not because he was an East Fremantle player, but for his work 
in Aboriginal communities in the north and for his passion on that issue.  It is untrue.  I did meet with him. 

Dr K.D. Hames:  I read out that he said you met with him. 

Mr J.A. McGINTY:  That was after I came forward and said, “Percy, that is not true; you met me in my office.” 

Dr K.D. Hames interjected. 

Mr J.A. McGINTY:  That is the first point I want to make about what was said in this article in The West 
Australian being untrue. 

Mr T.R. Sprigg interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr A.P. O’Gorman):  Order, members!  The minister listened to the members for 
Dawesville and Murdoch in silence.  I have informed other members that they should not interject when 
members are on their feet.  I therefore ask that those members accept the same responsibility. 

Mr J.A. McGINTY:  There is no reason why I would not meet with Percy Johnson.  We bumped into each 
other.  We were well known to each other.  We had a good discussion and he wanted to put further matters to me 
in respect of Aboriginal issues in the Kimberley and I met with him in my Fremantle office in 2004.  That is the 
very year when these letters, which I have never seen before, were allegedly sent - 

Mr P.D. Omodei:  How many times did you meet with him? 

Mr J.A. McGINTY:  I have met with Percy over the years. 

Mr T.R. Sprigg:  Since 2004, how many times have you met with him? 

Mr J.A. McGINTY:  Since 2004? 

Mr T.R. Sprigg:  Since the meeting you had with him, how many more times have you met with him? 

Mr J.A. McGINTY:  I have not. 

Mr T.R. Sprigg:  That is right, and he wanted to meet with you. 

Mr J.A. McGINTY:  He is saying that I had ignored four earlier requests to meet with him.  That is untrue.  I 
met with him on two occasions.  I met him once briefly when it was a casual passing and the second meeting was 
a formal meeting in my office to discuss Indigenous issues in the Kimberley.  What is written in The West 
Australian is untrue.  I will continue.  The article also states - 

The letters were backed with a telephone conversation Ms John - 

She is the author of these letters - 

had with a staff member in Mr McGinty’s ministerial office . . .  

It was not with me.  It was nothing that I was aware of.  The staff member was a junior member in my office.  
Even though she is no longer employed with me, I asked her whether this was true when the issue came out in 
the media, and she said that it was not true.  The article goes on to say that Ms John had a conversation with a 
staff member in Mr McGinty’s ministerial office - 

. . . in which she revealed young babies were being raped. 

That was the question put to Rosalie Cobai.  She said that if that issue had been raised, she would have 
remembered it.  She is a diligent young woman.  She said that she would have remembered it if that sort of 
graphic information was relayed.  She said that no letters were received at that time and that there were no 
conversations of that nature at that time.  That is her recollection of it.   

Let me go from there to ask: what is the motion that is before the house?  I am to be called before an appropriate 
parliamentary committee to investigate my deception of the people of Western Australia.  Member for 
Dawesville, what is the deception? 

Dr K.D. Hames:  I am sorry, I was - 

Mr J.A. McGINTY:  What is the deception?  The member’s motion says that I am to be called before a 
parliamentary committee to investigate my deception of the people of Western Australia.   
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The member for Dawesville has not produced any evidence that there is any deception involved.  He has 
conceded that I am most probably an innocent bystander in the whole affair.  Where is the deception? 
Dr K.D. Hames:  Only through your claiming that the stuff didn’t get there, and I strongly believe it did get to 
your office.  Who is telling the truth?  Am I more likely to believe you or the poor girl who works in your office, 
who may have forgotten? 
Mr J.A. McGINTY:  I am just telling the member for Dawesville what the facts are.  I have already said in this 
place that there was - 
Dr K.D. Hames:  You’ve got the history of the issue of the -  
Mr J.A. McGINTY:  Come on!  The member for Dawesville should at least produce some evidence if he is 
going to allege deception.  There is no deception and he knows it.  The motion is rhetorical.  It is designed to 
achieve a political impact and the member for Dawesville has produced no evidence whatsoever to justify it. 
Let me repeat what I said in answer to a question without notice the other day.  Since I have been a minister for 
the past six and a half years, I have received 65 000 items of correspondence into my office.  Every one of them 
gets logged.  I have gone back and checked the 65 000 items there.  Is there anything there from Percy Johnson?  
No.  Is there anything there -  
Dr K.D. Hames:  No - 
Mr J.A. McGINTY:  Let me finish - from Lionel Quartermaine or from Sue John?  No.  There is nothing that 
appears on the log.  Why would I choose to delete these two letters, which I suspect were never sent, and to not 
put them on my register, when there are 65 000 other items of correspondence that I have received as a minister?  
It just does not make any sense.  I never saw these letters before.  I have a very good memory.  If I had seen 
these letters, I would remember them.  I have never seen them before in my life. 

Dr K.D. Hames interjected. 

Mr J.A. McGINTY:  They do not appear on the register of incoming correspondence into my office. 

Mr T.R. Sprigg:  Why didn’t you react to the phone calls requesting you - 

Mr J.A. McGINTY:  I never received them.  Is that not clear yet? 

Several members interjected. 

Mr J.A. McGINTY:  Can I just say that this is very much like - 

Mr A.D. McRae interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr A.P. O’Gorman):  Order, member for Riverton!  The minister is trying to give 
his response.  I have cautioned other members of this house about interjecting and I ask the member for Riverton 
to keep his interjections to himself. 

Mr J.A. McGINTY:  Does the member for Dawesville accept responsibility for any child who was sexually 
abused in an Indigenous community while he was the Minister for Indigenous Affairs? 

Dr K.D. Hames:  If I had been in your shoes and Percy Johnson wanted to talk to me, I would have welcomed 
him in. 

Mr J.A. McGINTY:  The answer to that question is that if the member for Dawesville did not know, he could 
not accept responsibility.  That is what he is saying to me. 

Dr K.D. Hames:  I would have had Percy Johnson - 
Mr J.A. McGINTY:  I spoke with Percy; he did not raise these issues. 
Honestly, Mr Acting Speaker, this is totally pathetic, because there is no record anywhere of this correspondence 
ever having been received.  There is no reason that it would not have been logged if it had been received.  I went 
to the Department of Health to see whether something had been received and referred on to the Department of 
the Attorney General.  I then went to the Department of the Attorney General to see whether anything had been 
received and passed on there.  Nothing there.  So, nothing left my office and went to any of the departments that 
did the same check on their registers to see whether anything was ever received. 
The member for Dawesville can accuse me of a lot of things and blame me for a lot of things but, please, not for 
something about which I have absolutely no knowledge.  These people, who have already been caught out not 
telling the truth, have come forward and made an allegation on the pages of The West Australian, and it is not 
true. 
Mr P.D. Omodei:  Who are you talking about? 
Mr J.A. McGINTY:  I am saying that I met with Percy Johnson; he is saying that I refused to meet with him. 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Wednesday, 5 September 2007] 

 p4887b-4896a 
Dr Kim Hames; Acting Speaker; Mr Trevor Sprigg; Mr Jim McGinty 

 [9] 

Mr P.D. Omodei:  And you say these people didn’t tell the truth, so you are saying - 
Mr J.A. McGINTY:  The Leader of the Opposition can listen to what I am saying. 
Let me make this point: if members opposite are going to make an allegation, make it about something that I 
should have done, that I could have done or that I knew about.  Do not come into this place and raise matters 
about which there is no knowledge on my part and which were never drawn to my attention.  I suspect that the 
letters were never sent.  I do not know why people are coming forward now and making these allegations.  I do 
not know why Percy Johnson said that I refused to meet with him when I had met with him.  I do not know why 
Sue John would say that she discussed babies being raped when the person to whom she allegedly spoke says, “I 
didn’t speak to her at all at about that time; I didn’t receive any correspondence at about that time; and I would 
have remembered had she said something as graphic as that.” 
This motion is totally pathetic.  The member for Dawesville is alleging that I have deceived the people and now 
he is saying that I did not.  He is now saying that there is a lack of response, but that is most probably because I 
had nothing to respond to.  Mr Acting Speaker, this is totally hopeless.  I think it is time the opposition gave up 
the day and went home. 
Question put and a division called for. 
Bells rung and the house divided. 
Several members interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER:  Members! 
Several members interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER:  I call both the member for Riverton and the member for Murdoch to order, and we 
will have a discussion about it at a later date. 

Several members interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER:  Member for Bassendean!  Member for Murdoch, do not respond. 

The division resulted as follows -  
Ayes (14) 

Mr C.J. Barnett Mr M.J. Cowper Mr P.D. Omodei Ms S.E. Walker 
Mr D.F. Barron-Sullivan Mr J.H.D. Day Mr A.J. Simpson Mr T.R. Sprigg (Teller) 
Mr M.J. Birney Dr K.D. Hames Mr G. Snook  
Mr G.M. Castrilli Ms K. Hodson-Thomas Dr S.C. Thomas  

Noes (23) 

Mr P.W. Andrews Mr J.C. Kobelke Mr M.P. Murray Mr T.G. Stephens 
Mr A.J. Carpenter Mr J.A. McGinty Mr P. Papalia Mr P.B. Watson 
Dr J.M. Edwards Mr M. McGowan Mr J.R. Quigley Mr M.P. Whitely 
Mrs D.J. Guise Ms S.M. McHale Ms M.M. Quirk Mr B.S. Wyatt 
Mrs J. Hughes Mr A.D. McRae Ms J.A. Radisich Mr S.R. Hill (Teller) 
Mr J.N. Hyde Mrs C.A. Martin Mrs M.H. Roberts  

            

Pairs 

 Dr G.G. Jacobs Mr E.S. Ripper 
 Mr G.A. Woodhams Mr F.M. Logan 
 Mr M.W. Trenorden Mr D.A. Templeman 
 Mr R.F. Johnson Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan 
 Mr T.R. Buswell Mr R.C. Kucera 

Independent Pairs 

Mr J.B. D’Orazio 
Dr J.M. Woollard 

Question thus negatived. 

House adjourned at 6.08 pm 

__________ 

 
 


